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Brin — them 10 (über; Ne ved Haven: 


0 that Men would / praiſe the Lord for Be PROD and | 


e his wonder ful 2 orks to the Children of — GO 


141 
- _- 


Or, as we have it in the other Verſion, \ 


Then are they glad See they are at reſt: 4 Fn Þ be 


 brimgeth them unto the Haven where they would be. 

0 that. Men would therefore praiſe the Lord for his Good- 

8 „ and declare“ yay 1 War be ene 12 the 
en uf Mews" 0 Ga | 


Hearts ef Men, 2 4 grateful Senſe of that 
YE 12 16 I. 4 Power and Goodnels of God, which over- 
— *  tules the Events of humane Life, in favour 
of bis afflicted Servants, who flee to him for Succour. Of 


this Sort ſeveral Iniſtances Are produced; of Perſons dri- 


ven to great Extremity, and; upon cheit Application to 
God by Prayer, effectually deliver'd, from their reſpe- 
Rive Galamities; ſuch in particular, as War, and Want, 
and Impriſonment, and Fee and Storms 1964, 
The laſt of itheſe-is elegantly Gelctib'd-in the Verſes juſf 
before; where, not only the Dangers, but tlie : Perplexi- 
ties and Fears, of Perfotis'whoſe” Fouls "were even ineltin 

eway, in the utmoſt Confuſton aid air, are repre 

ſented, in very moving Terms But y Text ſhews thic 
9085 __ Change 


15 Delig ign of this Plalm is, to fix in he 


F. 29. 


much in Their Eye, Sol 
his Occaſion 1 
taphor i is, either more frequent in its Uſe, or me If 


be allow'd to offer 4 C 


A SERMON preach'd at 


Change 7 his tals Scene, ang the Duty w—__ 


ing from it. Fer, c after haying fad, that, in Compli- 


ance with the Prayers of theſe diſtreffed Men, God had 
calm d the Winds and the. Waves, the pſalmiſt adds, as 


the Summ df all their Wilhes, The Joy conceived at their 
coming ſafe into Port: and the Thanks, due for ſo 


great and ſo ſealonable a Bleſſin ng. Then are they. lad 
becauſe they are quiet; and ſo he brin geth them to their 
deſired Haben. 'O'rhnt Mev would p rae the Lord for his 


= OM and We bis RR TEE? Wir 70 1 e wed 


en . 


„ „ „„ 


Fam e one very 
ſtruction, which, as Hip ious and ancient Parke a let 

eile your! Preacher man 
ve Leaye to keep in lig, For mf 


poſite in all its Parts, or, more beautiful and möre af- 
tectir , than Sat, ; Which reſembles the Condition of this 


Mort "Life;. the een dene Toils, and the 


s erils, of) sl yo ea, „im 11992 01 £5 
And, if upon peruſing. = Pare of the Pſalm, I my 
;ompariſon ſo obvious; no) Pains 
are needful, for running the. Parallel in myiText: Since 
98 all knoy,. there ig bnt one May of qhiating Thrſe 
torms; but one dn vhich Men can Jabs or have 
Naa 1 to. Ae ſor b eing hrou ought to; even that State 
x fg | Fl — thoſe goodi People; 
| | fey it oi dae veel 


A Nerz of Me. 'S'; A 128 E. 


5 " A bf Chrift's Church, ab forpaſs te Waves ; of this 
troubleſome World,” that they mne come 40 "the Lai of 
Everlaſting Life. © 

Treating then of th Words wala this Acceptation, 
I ſhall, endeavout to convince you, that Death is, to a 
good Man, Matter of juſt and great Joy ; and ſuch aDe- 
liverarice, as calls for Praife 12 Thaalſgiring: for ſo, 


no Uonbt, it does, ee theſe two: 1 10 een Con- 


ſiderations. 
HJ. That * hs Stotdns and Mir ate quiet; be 101 


the Troubles and Dan gers of Mortality are then at an End. 


II. Becauſe by this God brin gs them 10 their deſired Ha- 


ven; that is, to ſuch a State of Tranquility and Safety, 
as they all along expected to receive the pg pages of 


their paſt Sufferings in. 
I. Firſt, I fay, Death aint to lad Men Matter of 


great Joy, in regard their Storms are then quiet: That is, the 
Troubles and Dangets of this mortal Life are then at an 


End. Perſons at all verſed in the Affairs of the World, will 
find no Difficulty, in applying to this figurative ben, the 
Deſcription given here of the natural one. They have 
felt, or they have ſeen at leaſt, ſudden and violent Storms 
ſpring. up unaccountably ; ſurprizing Rifes and Falls of 
Families and Fortunes; whereby as it is ſaid, V. 26. Men 
mount up to the Heaven, and go down again to the Deep, 


in-almoſt a Moment of Time: dreadfal Diſaſters, which 
nd, baffle the moſt expert and 


drive them to'their Wits End. 
Kilfgl Managers, and put it paſt their Power, to ſtand their 
Decks, or to trim their Sails. And therefore: with Re- 
gard td the Hazards and Uncertainty of all Things here 
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below, your ow Experience will excuſe me, from enga- 
ging in a Subject of ſuch infinite Variety, that it were 
very hard to know where to begin, and almoſt impoſſi- 
ble tene n End; . aer 
Were I diſpoſed to enlarge upon this Occaſion, it 
would be much more becoming Me, and more profitable 
for You, to repreſent the Dangers, in which theſe Things 
involve us. How apt we are to be entangled and enſna- 
red by worldly Cares; to be ſwallow'd up, and carried a- 
way from our more important Concerns; how they. de- 
vour our Time, diſtract our Thoughts, and eſtrange our 
Affections from God and Religion. For this is the pe- 
culiar Unhappineſs of our preſent Condition, that Fair 
Weather is of as pernicious Conſequence as Foul. Pro- 
ſperity, I mean, and Pleaſure, and Abundance, have 
their Rocks and Quickſands too; theſe drive us off from 
our true Haven, no leſs than Want, and Miſery, and 
Affliction. For if the World ſmile upon us, we are 
ſtrongly tempted to forget God; and if it frown, we are 
no leſs ſtrongly provoked to repine and rebel againſt him. 
It is therefore the proper Buſineſs of Religion, to keep 
our Minds ſteady in the midſt of theſe Extremes; and to 
make ſuch Uſe of thoſe different Events, as Grace and 
Chriſtian Prudence direct, in Oppoſition to the Frailties 
and Corruptions of Fleſh and Senſe. - For, however we 
may abuſe theſe Things, yet there is a very wiſe and 
good Providence in the Appointment of them all; and 
capable they all are of ſerving excellent Purpoſes, of 
furthering our Paſſage, and carrying us to our Port, even 
then, when. they ſeem to bear us moſt away from it. 


As 
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As for the Purpoſe; The perpetual Inſtability of alb 
Things here, is, in it ſelf, and when rightly conſidered, 
a very powerful Argument, for diſtruſting theſe treache- 
rous Goods, and for placing our Hopes, our Endeavours, 
our Happineſs, upon a City that hath Foundations ; a Hebr. vi. 
State, that is fix'd and immovable, a Treaſure, and ig 
Joy, that will never forſake, that can never deceive: us. 
The Succeſſes and Advantages we meet with at preſent, 
inſtead of ſeducing us to take up with ſuch mean Enjoy- 
ments, and to neglect he one Thing neceſſary, ſhould 
move us to a thankful, a chearful, a more ready and di- 
_ ligent Obedience of fo liberal a Maſter. Theſe ſhould 
put us upon conſidering, that He, who gives us theſe 
Bleſſings in our Priſon and our pilgrimage, muſt needs 
have reſerved much better and more glorious for us, in our 
Enlargement, and our own Country. That the Allow- 
ance, by which the Heir is ſupported in his Minority, is 
far ore of that Plenty, he ſhall find when come to Ape, 
and put in actual Poffefon of his Inheritance and his 
Crown: And, that the utmoſt we do, or can, receive 
from him here, bears no Proportion, admits of no Com- 
pariſon, with thoſe unſpeakable Blifles, prepared for them 
that love God; and who prove the Sincerity c of that Love, 
by making bis Kingdoms, and his Righteaufneſs, their 2 
and chief Concern. 
On the other Hand; z The Difsppaigtutchts PP Croffes, 
ni every Difficulty and Affliction, ſent now to exerciſe 
our Virtue, we ſhould take, like ſo much Aloes apply'd to 
the Breaſt, to wean the Children of "m_ e py by 
70155 eir 


- 
their Bitterneſs, to create a Diſreliſh for Senden 
which are only Hired to the Cirttemſtatices of a weak: ali 
infant State, Bo which we muſt leave off and learn to:des 

ſpiſe, boars we can come to the Fulneſs Y He NMuture of 
: iv. poſed Men in Chriſt. Jeſur. E 20 n aiqqe H 1140 * 

I) beſe, I ay, are very juſt and natural A from 
the ſeveral ſorts of Events, to which we are at prefent 
ſubject. And the Force of them is too great, to be over- 
chrown by calm and ſolid reaſoning. But the Misfortune 

is, that we do not always ſubmit to thoſe Arguments, 

Rom. vii which we cannot anſwer. There is a Law in bur Mens. 
"3 bers, warring againſt the Law of our Mind, and, in de- 
ſpice of our better Senſe, 'and cooler: ee. „bring 

ing us imo Captivity 20 the Law of Sin and Dearh. A 
depraved Principle of Paſſion, and Prejudice, and carnal 
Intereſt, which often hn us from thinking ſerjouſly, 
and too oſten claps a falſe Byaſs upon our Juerg, 
when we do diſpoſe our ſelves to think as becomes us. 
This affects us ſo ſenſibly with the Prefent, that ae 
Future is generally of very little Concern to us. This 
makes the poor Advantages we have in Hand,; 'preferrd 
before the vaſteſt Treaſtires in Reverſion: And the fickle, 
the empty Enjoyments, which are evermore allay'd with 
ia mixture of DiffatisfaGion. and Sorrow, are rather ftyck 
hr” than the permanent, the ſubſtantial, rhe perfe&Hap- 
pineſs, of which we have äll the Afﬀatince; that Truth 
ir elf can give us. Theſe have often been weighb'd in 
the Ballance, and found: wanting; and yet, even 10ur 


own Experience. is not Watning ſufficient; ogainl >the 
"Cheat they daily put upon us, 
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Had 
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* F God allow'd Men a . of Vears in this W orld 


all white, a, Paſſage all ſmooth, 

ſhould have leſs Cauſe to wonder, 

content to ſet up their Reſt below, But this is the Pro- 

digy, This the Infatuation; that we know this Life to be 

a Valley of Tears, and yet are deſirous to weep on in 

it. We are all toſs d with Tempeſts, and all loath to 

come into Port. Every Body complains, and at the fame 
Time every Body is fond, of the World. We lament 

our Temptations, our Inability to reſiſt em, our fre- 
quent Falls under them; and thoſe among us, who pro- 
feſs to talk and live like Chriſtians, dread above all:, N 
Things, TR making Shipwrack of Faith and a good c.. 
ſcience; and yet this is a Danger, which we can never be 
ſecured from, while toſs'd upon this boiſterous Ocean: 
That is, till theſe Appetites and unruly Paſhons of ours 

are ſtilled into a dead Calm. Much may be done to 
bring them under Government; and a a Man will. 

take Care, they ſhall not be his Maſters; but, even when 

they are Servants, they are inſolent and treacherous Ser. 
Jes. | .. ways 4 and 9 ready; to rebel; and, een 


a Scene all gay; we 


that they ſhould be 


renn 


7 in our . A and every. 3 every Jackding; | 


of our Lives, 18 4 freſh Encounter; upon which both our 
B _ preſer:t 


10 


2 SERMON preach'd l 


mois . FIRES Safety, nay and the Serre of all our 
paſt Victories, muſt turn. For, in the Chriſtian's War, the 
whole Prize depends upon the laſt Battle; and none ob- 


tain the Crown of Life, but they that are A ful unto 


Death. 


Since then the Condition of Mortality i is in all Pointe 
ſo extremely hazardous and uncertain; a Scene perpe- 


tually a a Shadow of good Things, which flyes 
from them that graſp at it, and never ſtays long with 
thoſe that think they hold it faſteſt; Since the moſt plit- 
tering and engaging Advantages are debaſed with a World 
of Croſſes; and all our Sweets not only tempered with 
Bitter, but, when leaſt ſo, moſt deſtructive of our Health; 
Since . might be, yet too too ſeldom is, made a good 
uſe of; and Danger, * Trouble, and Frailty, and Temp- 
tation, await us every where; Since every Change of 
Fortune and Condition, is not 2 Cure, but only a Change, 
of;our Diſquiet: This, I think, makes it plain, that, when 


we have fo much *. to ſuſpect our Selves, ſo man) 
Difficulties to encounter, ſo many inſeparable Infirmities 


to threaten our Safety; nothing can be more deſirable 


toa good Man, than to be ſer out of the reach of ſo much 


Suffering and Danger: And conſequently, Death, which 


is the only Means of quieting theſe Storms effecually, 


muſt nefds miniſter Matter of juſt and great Toy, to eve- 
ry faithful and conſiderate Chriſtian. 


But, if the efcaping with Life, and ſuſtaining no Lo 


by theſe Tempeſts, be fo comfortable a Confideration; ; 


it is yet much more- for. our Advantage, to reap great 
Gains, and to meet with the armoſt Succeſs, that our 


IG 


Storms, * are landed ſafe, after all their Toils and Ha- 


Vpßng⸗ Was —— of; all indeed we could 14 poſh bly pro- 
pole to our ſelves by making it: And thus much is im- 
plyed in my Second Particular, 
II. That good Men have Reaſon to rejvyce in Death, 
becauſe this is the Way, b my which God Brings chem 70 
their deſired Haben. 

Now by an Haven is meant a Place of Reſt a0 Re- 
freſhment, where Men lye under Covert from any future 


zards: Where they may ſit, and reflect upon the Hur- 
ricanes they have eſcaped, wich all that Pleaſure, ſo com- 
monly felt, but yet ſo hard to be expreſſed, upon ſuch 
Occaſions. Thus much good Men are fare of in Hea- 
ven, that no Labours, no Sorrows,” and which is better 
ill, no Sin, no Temptations are there; but All is perfect 
Peace, and a profound Calm. No Events from without 
to ruffle or diſcompoſe them; no Diſorders from within 
to perplex or obſtruct them; no load of corrupt Fleſh, 
to weigh down their Minds; no ſenſual Appetites to draw 
them off to mean and unworthy Objects: No Paſſions, 
but ſuch as are pure and refined, and conſpire together 
to enlarge their Charity, to heighten their Delight, to en- 
flame their Gratitude, and raiſe em up to nearer De- 
grees of Reſemblance to that God, who is Love, and 
Perfection, and Happineſs it ſelf. And, as with Him there, 
is 0 Variableneſs neither Shadow vf turning; fo the Bliſs 17. 
they are admitted to is everlaſting, and the Gift of God Rom. ui. 
10 them without Repentance. 5 
This, Lay is true of an Haven, da Bins of Eaſe and Safe- 
ty; ; but 3 it bein 5 our r deft red Haven denotes ſomewhat 1 hi. 
2 | B 2 1 


ſtill. For hereby we are given to underſtand, that the 


2 


9 1 
-, — 
* 
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Souls of good Men „after ſojourning long abroad, and 


being (as St. Paul emphatically ſtyles it) ab/ent from the 
Lord, while at Home in the Body, are, after making their 


laſt Venture, happily arrived at their own native and beſt 
beloved Soil; the Place of their eternal Abode, where 


"they have nothing more to do, but to rejoyce in the 


perpetual Fruition of what they ſo long wiſh'd for at 
a Diſtance; ro gather the Fruits of their Labours, to fill 


and fatiate themſelves with all Manner of Plenty and 


enerous Pleaſure, and not only to be comforted after, 
5 abundantly rewarded for, their paſt Fatigues and Suf- 
And, Who can expreſs; Who can conceive the Felici- 
ty of thoſe bright Regions, Where Sin, and Grief, and 
Danger, are no more? where Holineſs, and Joy, and 


all Sorts of Perfection, reign without the leaſt Allay or 
Interruption 2, If the Proſpect, if the Belief only, of fach _ 


a Bleſſedneſs in Futurity, be of that mighty Efficacy, 
which Saints and Martyrs have ſo often found, to ſup- 
port their Spirits under the foreſt Afflictions, to inſpire 
Courage and Conſtancy in the midſt of Conflicts, to 


ſubdue the Inclinations of corrupt Nature, to inſpire a 


Contempt of Life, and take out the Sting of temporal 
Death; what do we imagine muſt be the Tranſports, 
what the Overflowings of Delight, in the Hpirits of juſt 


Men actually made Perfect; when Frailties, and Fears, 


and Sufferings, are caſt off; when the Battle is over, and 
every Enemy ſubdued? If even the Fight do not want its 
Complacencies, what Raptures muſt needs attend the 


Triumph 2 


— — — 


x 2 of Mr. SAARE. 13 
Taiamphz If our very Thirſtings and Pantings after 4 
Happineſs, yet unknown, give us ſo ſenſible a Satisfacti- 
on; what muſt the Experience, what the Poſſeſſion do, 
of a Joy too exquiſite to be declared, even by Them who 
feel it. 

The Pleaſures of a virtuous Converſation are far above 

| thoſs of any other kind, even in this wretched and im- 
perfect State. Theſe are at preſent ſo manly, ſo noble, 
ſo ſpiritual, ſo far above any ſenſible Repreſentations, 

that all our Figures, and laboured Schemes of Speech, 
are too low, for what we find of them here: But, for 
the plenteous and inexhauſtible Effuſions of them hereaf- 
ter, St. Paul hath told us, how vain an Attempt it would 
be, to go about aDeſcription of Thoſe; when he obſerves 

| from the Prophet, rhat Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, 1 Cor. i. 
neither hath it enter d into the heart of Man to concerve, * 
the things, which Cod hath prepared for them that love 

| him. He hath indeed reveal them by his & peri, (as the 
Apoſtle goes on there) but he hath done it in a manner, 
which plainly ſpeaks a mighty Condeſcenſion to our 
Capacities; in Terms by no means ſuitable to the Digni- 
ty of the Subject; but ſuch, as while they labour to raiſe 
in us the loftieſt Ideas our feeble Minds can come up to, 
do, at the ſame time, plainly intimate, that it is the pe- 
culiar Excellence of This opens not to be worthily 
exprels'd or conceived. 

Inſtead therefore of ſpending more time, in giving an 
Account of this bleſſed Haven, which muſt of ws de 
fall infinitely: ſhort of the Beauties and Bliſſes of it; 1 

hall proceed to ſay ſomething to the latter verſe of 15 


Tert, 


| » 
1 | 


14 A SERMON preachd ut 
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Text, which may ſerve as an Application to What has 
gone before. O that men would praiſe the Lord for bis 
Goodneſs, and for his wonderful Works to the Chuaren of 
Men. 
That thoſe joyful Spirits already ſettled there, are 
unſpeakably glad of their advantageous Exchange, we 
can make no manner of Doubt. The Accounts given of 
theſe in Scripture, inform us, that Praiſe, and Gratitude, 
and Love, are their continual Entertainment: that they 
are employ'd in —_— Hallelujahs, and Hymns of Vic- 
tory; in doing Obeyſance before the Throne of God; 
in celebrating the Marriage of the Lamb; in admiring 
adoring his marvellouſly kind Condeſcenſions to his 
Spouſe the Church; in contemplating the Glories of his 
Majeſty, the Myſteries of his Wiſdom, the Wonders of 
his Providence, oa above all, the unſpeakable Benefits, 
the aſtoniſhing Methods, of his Mercy, in the Work of 
Man's Redemption. 
Theſe are the Subjects, which exerciſe their Thoughts: : 
| and Theſe muſt needs prove a perpetual Spring of Delight 
to them, becauſe to Theſe they owe their preſent, end- 
lefs Happineſs. And, every time they look back upon 
the Seas they have eſcaped, the Roughnels of the Voyage 
adds no doubt to the Satisfactions of that peacefulShore : For 
they, who often pray'd in their Diſtreſs, and only wiſh'd 
to be what now they are, cannot, we may be fure, ſee thoſe 
Prayers granted, thoſe Wiſhes NN nay more than 
granted, more than accompliſhed:) They cannot ſee 
themſelves bleſs'd, abundantly above what they conld ask 
or think, without breaking out into Thanks and Praiſe, 
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proportionable to the Vehemence of their Deſires here- 
tofore, and the Exquiſiteneſs of the Glories and mw : 
ſures they now enjoy. - | 
But the Knowledge of hs the Souls departed do, | 
ought not to be a Matter of mere Speculation to us: 
And therefore, to render it of ſome Uſe and Conſequence, 
I would recommend the imitating their Example, in TWo 
Caſes, very proper that every one of ns ſhould be well 
provided for. The One concerns our own Death; and 
the Other, that of Them, whom either Friendſhip or Re- 
lation have render'd more eſpecially dear to us. . 
1. Hirst. The Conſideration of what hath been ſaid, 
ſhould diſpoſe good Men to receive their Own Death With 
Thankfulneſs and Praiſe; and to eſteem it an Inſtance of 
God's Goodneſs to them. If we look upon the matter as 
Chriſtians, it is the moſt irreconcilable Abſurdity that 
can be, to leave the World with immoderate Lamenta- 
tions and Regret. © The Goſpel repreſents us as Labour-, 
ers; and, ſhall Such be ſorry for the Approach of Night, 
and the Rn to receive their Wages? It calls us 
Nacers; and are Theſe afflicted, becauſe they get up to 
the Goal? It terms our Life a Warfare, and warns us 
frequently of the Sweat, and Duſt, and Bloodſhed, in this 
ſpiritual Combat; and do we grieve, for being calld out 
of the Field, to be crowr'd as Conquerors? It compares 
us to Huchandmen, this mortal Body laid in the Duſt, 
to Seed own in the Ground; the general Reſurrettion to 
that Harveſt, when the ripe Fruits are to be gather'd ; . 
And is not Harveſt a Seaſon of hg Deſire, of i impa- 
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3 calls. it COTS — hey to aur e Aer f Haven; and 
do Sailors, after a tedious Voyage, and a World of foul 
Weather, uſe to come aſhore, and unlade their Effects 
ſafe, and make a gainful Market, with Reluctance, and 
Weeping, and Mourning? 
No Man courts the Dangers and Laban 40 1 sea, 
for their own Sakes. We fail in hopes of landing, and 
venture Winds, and Waves, and Rocks, and Sands, to 
find in theſe an Account, worth the Trouble and Hiadieds 
| Juſt thus many excellently wiſe and good Men have de- 
_ clar'd their full Perſuaſion, that (after all Particulars nice- 
ly and impartially computed) nothing could countervail 
the Miſery we live in here, leſs than the Proſpe of liv- 
ing better hereafter. But live thus hereafter we cannot, 
without dying. And, are we fo infinitely concern d, are 
we inconſolable, for attaining That, which was, or ought 
to have been, our End and Aim in living? Thar, which 
will not only poſſeſs us of our Deſires, but bed the 
utmoſt we are capable of deſiring? Have Tempeſts and 
Shipwracks ſuch Charms, that We ſhould. chuſe to lye 
for Ever at their Mercy? If ſo; *tis manifeſt, we have 
not ſuch Notions of our preſent and our firore State, 
as the Condition of Each. requires from us. He, 'that>is 
guly ſenſible. of the reſtleſs Toffings; the various Peri 
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the Haven he is making, chis Man is rather conteut, than 
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but i it cannot 3 be he Ob; ect af f his Chiice;: as a. 
thing deſirable, and beſt in it oe 

Miſtake me not all this while. IT am not ribs 
ſuch a ſullen Neglect, or. romantick Contempt of Life, 
as offers Violence to humane Nature; but ſuch a Willing- 
neſs to dye, as may and muſt in reaſon, flow from frequent 
Meditations, and a firm Aſſurance, that they who dye in 
the Lord, paſs. through the Grave and Gate of Death, © 
70 everlaſting Life 101 Joy. Remember then, as much 
as you pleaſe, that ye are Men; but do not, I beſeech you, 
forget that ye are Chriſtians. There is a Difference, 
between Acquieſcence i in the Will of Him, who always 
wills the Beſt; and giving up all Regard to Self-Preſer- 
vation, which is both a natural Principle, and a Duty: 
A wide and weighty Difference,. between a peeviſh Deſer- 
tion of our Warfare, and chearfully accepting a Diſmiſ- 
ſion from it, in ſuch time and manner, as our great 
Commander with his own Hand ſhall give it, to Them, 
who have faithfully ſtriven to make good their Poſt. For 
no wicked man, I hope, will have the Confidence, while 
he continues ſuch, to think himſelf concern'd in any 
part of this Argument. And, for Mankind in general, 
1 freely own, that, if Death made an utter End of us, it 
were moſt unnatural to wiſh, . moſt ridiculous to recom- 
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] Senſe, than to be well eo 
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= fon ontented; with exchang- 
"TE fot a Better; a ſhort and periſhing Good, 
fora, durable: and ſubſtantial one: a State of Trouble; and 
T urmoil, and. Hazard, for one of Reſt, and Peace, and 
l Security. - In. ſhort, a Condition in which we Can- 
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ä not poſſibly be happy, for one, wherein we have well 
= grounded Hopes to be perfectly, and for ever fo. 


it | Now This the Goſpel declares to be the very Caſe of good 
* Men; and This the Grace of God is ſufficient for perſuad- 
Wii ing y of ſo firmly, that, with St. Paul, we may, and 
|| phat. is, Ought 70 coum all things but Droſs and Dung, fo we may 
8. win Chriſt; and to groan earneſily in this Tabernacle being 


, HY 


burdend (as he hath it.) Nor, for that we would be un- 
10 cloth d, (that is, ceaſe to be at all) but cloth d upon, with 
1. our Houſe which is from Heaven, That ſo we may be 
more free, more happy, when Mortality is ſwallowed | 
1 up af Lite, + 
. em very Truth, a Spirit of Senſuality, a Negledt of 
* Religion and the Holy Scriptures, a Life of Softneſs and 
1 unthinking Indolence, or a too cloſe Attachment to 


. the World, which Maker this Frame of Mind appear 
1 impracticable. Would we once ſet our ſelves in good 
il earneſt to reaſon, and live, not as mere Men, but as 
wi Chriſtians, and Candidares of a bleſſed Immortality ; what 
. hinders, why we alſo might not come up to a Confor- 


Phil. i. mity with that Pattern ſet us by St. Paul, who deſired to 
I depart, and to be with Chriſt, as a Change for Him far 
ö better: who found no Difficulty or Doubt in this Choice, 
but ſuch as proceeded, from a Reſignation to the Will 
of God, and a Deſire of doing more Good, by his lon- 
ger Stay i in the Body; and who, when thoſe Purpoſes 
were fully ſatisfy'd, took leave of his Friends in that tri- 
. umphant Strain, 7 am now ready to be offer d, and the 
6, 7,8. time of my Departure is at hand: I have fought a good 
Thor [ have W d ”y Comſe, I have kept the Faith. 
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I /e Funeral of Mr. Sal. 19 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſ- 
neſs, which the Lord, the righteons Judge, ſhall grve me 
at that Day; and not to Me only, but unto all them alſo, 
that love his Appearing. EE 
2. Jecondly. The ſame Conſideration ſhould be a migh- 
ty Support, under the Grief ſo apt to oppreſs us, upon 

che Death of our Friends and Relations. When St. Paul 
commands Chriſtians ot to he ſorry as Men without hope, 1 Theſ: 
for them that ſleep in Jeſus: he is fo far from impoſing Ee hs 
a rigorous Inſenſibility of ſuch Partings, as even to con- 
deſcend to our Infirmities. Not every one then who ſorrows, | 
but every one who does not moderate his Sorrow, is to blame. — 
Becauſe not to temper it with the hopes of a joyful Reſur- _ 
rection, ſeems to ſuffer the Violence of Paſſion in us to 
bear down the very fundamental Principles of Religion. 
Thus much we may do, as Believers at large; but if we 
conſider our Selves as Friends, and Chriſtians both; this 

mix'd Character requires, that we ſhould very ſincerely 
joyn in that Prayer of our Church, which teaches us, 20 ofice of 
render humble and hearty Thanks to Almighty God, for Col. i. 

that it hath pleaſed him to delrver our deareſs Brethren, 
out of the Miſeries of this ſinful World. . 
Common Humanity, I own, will of Neceſſity feel ſome 
Shock, at the tearing away our tenderelt Parts from us: 
but where Nature abounds, there, if we be not wanting to 
our ſelves, Grace will much more abound, And, as men 
are commonly on no Occaſion apt to be carried away 
with greater Vehemence; ſo when the Fierceneſs of thoſe 
firſt Sallies is ſpent, and the Mind recovers its Power 
of thinking coolly, I know no one Calamity in the 
1 World, 
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World capable of more ſolid Comforts, both from Rea- 


ſon and Religion, than that, which we call our very 


great Calamity, when good Men are taken from us. Sor- 
ry for Them we cannot reaſonably be; and, if we-lament 
our own Loſs, let us remember, our beſt Friend never 
dyes; but is the ſame powerful Protector, the fame boun- 


tiful Benefactor, Tefterday, and to Day, and for Ever. 


But, if we ſtand in no great need of their Aſſiſtance; 


yet we find a Pretence of lamenting their Abſence: We 


complain, they are loſt to us, and we muſt never ſee them 


more. Alas; What fond, what extravagant Expreſſions 


| 6. 1 ” 1. . 
are theſe? We deceive our ſelves with vain Words, and 


cheriſh a Paſſion, by forming Ideas, the moſt wild and 
oppoſite to Truth, that can be. For, is not this Life a 


Journey, and Paſſage to another? And what are thoſe, 


whom we bewail, but our fellow Travellers in the ſame 


common Way? The Path is trodden by all that ever were, 


or ever ſhall be, in the World. And, though Some, 


whoſe Company upon the Road we ſhould be glad to have 
had a little longer, may ſpring out and get the ſtart of 


us; yet, at the End of the Day, we ſhall be ſure to come 


together again. In the mean while, we our ſelves are 
no Loiterers; but poſting after them by an inceſſant Mo- 


tion, and that, as faſt as the ſwift Wings of Time can 
carry us. Of ſo ſmall Conſequence it is to Us, who hap- 


pen to be caſt a little behind, that others make more 


Ground and run their Courſe before us: But of ſo ver 


great Advantage it is no doubt to Them, to have already 
tniſh'd it. And therefore We, who ſtill lye floating up- 


on this boiſterous and troubleſome Sea, ſhould rejoyce 
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in the ſafe Arrival of our Friends, and ſuſtain our Spi— 
rits under the Want of them, by theſe two kindeſt of 
all Conſiderations: Firſt, how much better it is for Them, 
to have made their deſired Haven; and Then, how quick- 
ly our own Turn will come, to debark after them, upon the 
ſame happy Coaſt; and ſo to meet again, as never to 
part any more. 


And, be we not all to be thus affected upon the 
in Occaſion? As many as knew our deceaſed Bro- 
ther well, cannot but be ſenſible, that we ought. And 
for the Reſt, tho” an Acquaintance of more than thirty 
Years, enables me to ſay much concerning him; yet 
the little I ſhall add, will, I hope, yr with Them al- 
ſo, to be of the ſame Opinion. 

His Deſcent was from the Clergy; to which Order 115 
whole Character and Conduct was not only ſuitable, but an 
Ornament and a Bleſſing. For he both believed, and lived, 
as became one ſo born and bred; and was a true Son of the 
Chriſtian in General, and of the Church of England in 
particular. And This, not from Faſhion, or Education, 
or Intereſt only; but upon Principle, and Judgment, 
and ſuch well weighed Conviction, as enabled him with 
great Readineſs, to grve an Auſwer, as St. Peter exhorts, 
to every one that ſhould aſk him a Reaſon of the Hope rs 
that was in him. His Knowledge of Books and Men, 
the Candour and Ingenuity of his Temper, the oblig- 
ing Manner of his Behaviour, and the grateful Acknow- 
ledgments of any Favours and Benefits received, did 
indeed long time ſince, effectually recommend him, not 


only 
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there was not one diſboneſt 


Feat Riches of the Pan 4 
old Man made great Impreſſion, fo, 
Experience which verify'd it, made continually greater; 


in Silence, becauſe much to his Honour. 
would never ſuffer himſelf, by any Temptation of Pro- 
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only to the Countenance and Converſation, but alſo to 
the Friendſhip, and ſpecial Regards of many Perſons, 
eminent both in Poſt and Learning. Nor ought I to 
omit, that I ſcarce ever heard his Name, come out of 
the Mouth of our preſent moſt Reverend Primate, without 


being honour d by ſome Epithet, which {poke Affection, 
and Eſteem for him. 


His Fortune, like moſt of Theirs who are Sons of Our 
Order, was originally very moderate: But given him by 
his Father, with this comfortable Declaration; that he 
might depend upon that little wearing like Irv: „ ſince 


Penny in it. So carefully 
had that Maxim of the Pſalmiſt, been inſtill'd into this 


Son; a ſmall Thing that the Rig bio hath, is better than 


As that Saying of the good 
he told me, the 


and confirmd him more and more in his good Pur- 
poſes, of taking the ſame honeſt Courſe to inſure a Bleſ- 


ſing, upon whatſoever Addition to thoſe {lender Begin- 
nings, the kind Providence of God ſhould enable him 


to make. 


How conſtant . was to this 3 They, ww 


dealt with him in the Way of Trade, beſt can, and will, 
1 doubt not, bear him Teſtimony. One Ae of it he 


hath often tld me, which ought not to be paſſed over 
It is, that he 


fit, to be concern'd in publiſhing any Book, obnoxious 
to the Cenſure of our Governours, either in Church or 
State, or any Way prejudicial to Religion or good Man- 
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rv.” IT Rd etendte may, with great eu 


after His Name ſeen in the Title- page, go on, and de- 
pend upon finding the whole that follows, innocent at 


leaſt always; and for the moſt Part uſeful and greatly 


edifying. I hope, of this commendable Conduct we 


have many more Examples; and happy ſure it were, 


if All of the ſame Profeſſion, would walk by the ſame 


Rule. Then ſhould we ſee no more of thoſe infamous 
Births, with which our Preſſes now too often travail. 


Thoſe Monſters of Irreligion and Profaneneſs, of He- 
reſy and Schiſm, of Sedition and Scandal, of Malice and 
Detradtion, of Obſcenity and Ribaldry ; which mercena- 
ry Wretches, void of Shame, do, for the Sake of a pal- 
try preſent Gain, without Remorſe or Scruple bring in- 


to the World, in deſpite to Laws and Virtue, in Defi- 


ance of Modeſty and Decency; thereby, ſo far as in 


them lyes, not only debauching the Principles of the Age 


we live in, but if ſuch deteſtable Compoſitions: can ( as 
God forbid they ſhould) ſurvive ſo long, propagating 


the Poiſon to Poſterity, and furniſhing the Devil with Nets 


and Snares, for drawing in, and ſinking down to Hell, 
numbers of unwary Souls, which are yet unborn. 


But to go On. He always expreſs'd great Compaſſion 


for Perſons under any Sort of Diſtreſs; and I preſume, 


and indeed am well inform'd, he ated proportionably , 


for their Conſolation and Support. Thus much is cer- 
tain; that one of the nobleſt and moſt neceſſary Chari- 
ties, for which our Nation is at preſent in ſo juſt Re- 
Aa (11 mean that for relieving poor Widows and Or- 


phans of Clergymen) had moſt happy Experience of his 


rm Zeal, and indefatigable Diligence; And this, 


if qt a very N 3 1 a eg ere Bene: 
f faction ſtood in need of Perſons fo qualified, to diſpoſe 
and ſettle it in the beſt Manner, for ſerving the n 6 
> Uſes, to which it Was deſign d. 5 
1 The later Vears of his Lite God was e to make 
| a remarkable Exerciſe of Patience. My 1 of 
ſeeing him were then but few. In thoſe, he expreſs'd 
much Submiſſion to, and Truſt in God, through the Me- 
rats of Jeſus Curt. If any Thing ſtuck cloſer, than 
were to be wiſh'd ; it ſend to be the Concern for his | 
neareſt and deareſt Relations. And This is an Infirmity 
ſo natural and humane, that we have Reaſon to hope, He, 
who implanted that Tenderneſs in all our. Breaſts, would ” 
gracioully pity, and pardon ſome Exceſſes of it: Eſpeci- * 
2 Thoſe, which Decays of b bodi yStren trer veth, and a ſome- 
times much infeebled Mind, might! now and then occa- 
ſion; for, even this Affection, ſtrong as it was, he in more 
lucid Intervals appeared to have got the better of. 
But to end this Application where it began; Why n may 
we not now with bumble Hope, preſume a Soul thus diſ- 
poſed, to be in Peace and Reſt; and conſequently glad for 
0 arriving at its deſired Haven? And why ſhould not the Con- 
Wi ſideration of that Joy help to dry up our Tears, and turn 
1 our Heavineſs into Praiſe, for the Goodneſs of God, and 
10 for the Wonders of his Love. toward the Children of Les: : 
0 Eſpecially for cht Life and Immariality brought. 70 Laabi by 
Il His Sous bleſſed Goſpel; Of which He, in his own due 
Ji! Time, make ns all _ Partakers, through the Merits 
and Medi of the ſame his 3 and only. egotten 


| Son, Jae Chriſt our Lord. 7⁰ whom, c. 17" 2 
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